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i: XT. 

■ Ti! r..--i: ^'lii'.il m.-iUc wiw ilie Liniih. aixl i]\o Lnniii i^h;'.il ovorcomo flicni; 
tni- iu' is i.onl of !/('i'<ls. r.!;! di' iviii.'.',s ; aiui tliuy lIkh ;iro with liim are 

(mIIi'iI. and cliosci!. aiid fail iK'ui."" — S.i;:\ . 1/; l l. 

The nalure a.nd posiHoa of J(33us Christ, arc irriUers of Revciulioii. 
iMpii may bn c )rn{)(-^rent wit.ues'^ifvs of hi.'ri Ji{)j) ';u'ance on eniM.h, of liie 
facts im'i cvciils oi his life. Ti.ey can U^iilify to whut they havo 
svMMi anil heui'il of him. Iloii^ the^ir conipeioncy onds, and revelation 
liH^ins- It is ours Umv.i !o paiHB oi) tho iiimt of hutrtan li'U)vvle(lgc, 
an I study tiiB tBacliini;-! oi' iM<;)ii-aMon rHr.prCtiuL!: (Jlirist — to listen to 
liis vo"\c(» a-^ il diyclooOJ tho ctcridhj of his ii;i;.ure, and iho soverc'iynly 
bi his |)ositi(>ii. 

\V(^ take, llian, tliB srjcro.il Scriptnrf.^ ns our light — as the only true 
('Mponent oi' \\\v. hf^ing and I'oij;;! of Ciiri^t. 

Starting fi'osu this point, 1 proci'od to tho flib-cnssiori of tlio fuliow- 
nvi t.(>j)ics, find !)(\?pi>ak in thoir heiialf a candid peruaaJ. 

1. Till'. Suprciinur}'' of Christ. 

U. The Subjrdinatii naturo and position of ITunuin Government. 

L '['he Snproinnry of Clirist. 
Wh.a! thitd^ yo (.-f (.'hriet/" AVhat position dops lio occnpy, and. 
^viih \v!};jt anthurify and power is lie invo^t^^d/ To what in he oxalt- 
f'i, and what is to be the result of liis prelernient iu excellency and 
glory, 

was an itdant once, X^i puch, lie enj'-iyod tlie fund enibraeo 
of parental affection. In cmicoption, birth and iidancy he was ihe 
"•'jpct of gvi'^wX ania/vs'nuMit', afiei- wo have aijaied all that, wijich, 13 
-fintui'ally oNcitod by the ?ippeaiiince "of a ncwd)orn being. In child- 
h'>i!il he was a wonder, in poiid of wih-doni, anu)n^ ukui of i'->aiaiing 
'■o.d (if snpcrio}' i nt (d!ii;('nce. ] <^\-cw iii wis(l<»in and in Ptature, and 
^' o ly nia:ih(u);l b.'ctLiOB ih."; nia.-^t t'l" a nd anid inL!;-spirir (.f i he a^^ in 
"ivba h he IiVvmL 'I'h*' wi-ilons id' his wordti, the ri^i5t<HMtsn(-5;s oi' hia 
■•'oM lirn'H, the kioihii'ss (-f his docds, ;',,';d the ljenf^vtd«-'nce of the !a- 
'-'Ji'o, privalhjua an.J poverty iio ouduicd, .^aiiieied ai'ound liie blow 
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of Ills nnnh'-)0(i the ^^ioricMH crown (?t' mn'nl ix<mlncs^\ anii b'losaoJ 
his H{i« wil.li its oinniputtMit and sanctiiying powor. 

1. Clii'iat was (i mmi — nxr.opdingly groat and profoinjdly g<md. 
As a malter uf fact, and nf cijin n )ii coiH(5iir, he w^is superior in 

t^vory rpiflp(H'',t, to all olh^r m^n. No in ni, not. ono of our r.K!«* nvVi; 
iiflcended iho scale of intBlliiionci*, iioodncs.-? and moral worth, to iho 
I)oint vvhero ho stood. N.)t one? oVr^r assuinod and hel 1 lh« reign of 
BPlf-govornniant with surdi a clian;olo.-?3 pui'poso, and steady hand ag 
he. Not one evor atlainod, in tliis proiotjt lilo tii it high state of h i- 
man and in )ral pwrfoction in which lio hv'ed, labored and diod. ih 
was superior to all men. 

Yet he was a m m— p )830ssing all tlie at,tril)utes and susct^ntibilliias 
which mark and designate tiie hunrm cwdrn* of Ueing. Hi •'was 
made in the likano^s of nun." "And being fjund iti f.ishion 113 a 
man," (Phil. 2: 7, 8 ) lie 8nl)mitted himself to the pndurarjce of in- 
conveniences and infi.•m■'ti^•s of the hum in r ice. For he was in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin." ll^b. 4: 15. 

2. Jesus Christ is God — riie true and Lvlng Creator and Presorv- 
cr of all created thioi^s. 

He, as mm, w.i,s ci-eated. Did he piss^^ss another than n crea^Pi' 
nature— an uncreated ? lie ha 1 tlio form of man. Did h« benr the 
inutfje of GoJ? Did he possosj tha Attributes and PerftJctioas of 
God? 

"AVho bciirr in the form of G id. tliDii:.-lit it not roM.-rv to he onnal with 
iiod ; l)vit made hims.dK of no reputation, and took upon liin'i the forni'of a ser- 
vant;, and was made in the likeno.-s of miMi." IMiil. 2': (>. 7. 

Wiu) l)3ing the hno^htne.^^ of his (G:) Is) -lorv. an I the'exnress ima!/e ofius 
(C^ods) per.-^on.andupholdin- all things by thj w\..-d of his po'.vir, when ho had 
by inniMdi- purged our sins, sat down on the ri .-ht hand of thelMiiestv on hi-h." 
— lleb. 1: 

" I'\^he beginning' was the Word, and the AVord was with God, and the T\'oM 
was (/od. — Jonn 1: ]. 

" And the Word was made tlesh and dwelt among m and we beheld his ulo- 
rv, — John 1: l-fc. 

" AVho is the image of the invisible God, the first born of everv creature : i'or 
l)y hnn were al things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visihle 
.•iud invisible, wnether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers : 
All things were created by him. and for him. And he is betbre all things, and 
by hini all things consist. — Col. 1: ];) 17. 

-And we know that the Son of God is come, and hatli given unto us an un- 
derstanding that we may know him that is true ; and we are in him that is tru:. 
even m Ins bun Jesus Cm-ist. Thh is the true God, and eternal life."-~l John 

^vh^i?nv!,"m f m'"'"' ''^ concerning the ilcsh Christ came, 

w no 1. ove all, ( ,o( blessed toivver. Amen."— Kom. [k 5. 

- j;or m hnn dwelieth all th. fullness of the Godhead bodily.-Col. 2: (). 
It Christ be the true Cod, wo can know it only by a super hum'in 
yevolati.)n. ihe human reason, however exalted it may be, is utior- 

J ineompBtent, ot itse.f, to asceriain the fact. Neither is it compa 
tent to deny it only as it sh;.ll deny the genuineness of the revelation 

hat Ijoclanns it. However, we can not labor this point now. With 
us-.^^ ,th the christian fratei niry-this point is setf ed. We have a 
gonmne revelation irom Cud ; and the above quoted pasiiges contain 
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sirmo of ihft inoro profiiinont allfirinationa toueliing tho propoaltimj 

(1.) Tlittflo pas3M*T03 lench Ihnt ChriRt ex'stt^l in the form of God 
he/ore h« " wiia niado in tho hUeness of men.'' 

(2.) That in thnt prior-stnto of liis oxiatence, ho claimed eqnnlity 
with (roll. Seo Fliil. 2: (J, 7, and Jno. 1: 1 cS: 14. 

Tlioso pMsan<jj(^s not on'y construciivdly t(^nch that Christ ia 
Ginl, hut it is diroctly unoquivocaily HlTirmed in two, or more. 
1 John 5: 20—'' This (Chrij-t) is tho true God." Rom. 9; 5— Who 
(Cin irtt) is over ail (lod bU^ssed forever" — possossinjr all the attributes 
find portV'crioris of Jehovah. " For in hhn (Christ) dwolloth all ibo 
fullness of the Oi'dhead hodily." See ahovo. 

(4 ) These passages teacli that Christ is God, by attributing to him 
tho gi'«a,t and entire woi'k of creation. And 

(o.) 15v alfirming liis existence to be before that of any created 
thinj^. Whoever existed before the existence of any created thing, 
is God. Whoever created all thiniiP, is God. 

These propositions, which in e(f.^ct are one, can hardly admit of a 
rational doubt. The sophistry of heartless atheii^m may seem to in- 
dicate doubt. Yet. in such a case it is q-iite difficult to give credit 
lor honesty. In one of the ab ive citetl passag^es (Col. 1: IG, 17) both 
propositions are Rffirmed. And if affirmod distinctly and directly in 
uno passage, it is as conclusive as if affirmed in one hundred. 

One part of this passage declares that Chiist is "before all things'" 
— i. e., created things, which is its only rafi!)nal moaning. The ex- 
istence of Christ is liere affirmed to be before that of created things. 
Now if Christ existed prior, in poiut fif lime, to any created thing, 
then he is uncreated — self-existent — God. 

Again: This pagsase afUrms that Christ created all things — that 
are in heaven and in earth, visible and invisible — tlsrones, dominitms, 
principalities or powers, and that he upholds all things by the word 
of his power. Ret/elation opens its messages of truth to men in the 
foliowino; imjjressive language: 

'*In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." 

It prolongs, in clearer and fuller light the sublime strain of truth- 
ful harmony : 

In the beginning was the AVord and the Word \va?5 witli God, and tlio Word 
\vj\s (lod. * * * w\ things were made by Ilhn, and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. * * * Hq ^yas in the world, and 
the world was made by Him, and the world knew him not. * * * * 
And the Word was made tlesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory," 

*' The Word made flosh," i3 Jesus Christ. This term *'Word" 
is only another name for Christ. This is not doubted. By insert- 
i'la; tliis name, in the above passage, it w )ul I read; In the begin- 
ning was Christ, and Christ was' with God, and Christ was God. 
All things were made by Christ," &c. 

But lest some should think that this savors too much of the short- 
hand method of reasoning, I will consider the matter somewhat in 
dotfiil. The proposition under consideration ii this, viz: Christ is 
the true God. 



(9 



1 ahiiil liiko It tor p;raiiru.l lluU {iii uiici:o!iti):l Ijoiiig is (:}dcL T)ie 
iiUoiniJt to provo so o')vioin u ti'iith wouKl 1)-^) j) »l|)ii')!o t*>lly. 

Now tho p!is.'?!igos ciUul iibovn uttribiilo lo (jlirist the entire work 
of creation and pi'{.-5S(3rviiii()n. Tlioy })i'osi^iit Clirist to us tis iho per- 
son Vv'ho croLitoii uplioldrf all lliin:^^. iint. 1 ask, v.iin a (H'oatnd b(3- 
irig ci'ivjK^ ami upliokl in <^\'iHt<MUi<i nil cn'iilnd lliiM;;s ! li' so, tlioii ho 
ci'cHitod and pret:*^i'vo^3 in cx'irit f^:icii hiin.^iiil", which ia an uUci* inipussi- 
bdity, ajjd is 1 hoi'oforo' ii):niir<isl)y untnui. 

To ihis v'low it ni:\y bo rcpl'Kid ih tt, Chiiril: bH!on£;s to a liiLdn^r or- 
del' oi' boin,ij;s than man, and tdiut ho pjsjuascs tho povvor to create, 
as dolo^alod from God. 

The f.icl oi' boloiii^inir (-,o a l]i<dior oriJor of bein:;\>5, doos not l)ring 
one any ne.ror to tho j)j jrav^.-iion of oroii'ivd powor, than it' ho bo- 
lo'igod to a luv/rir order. l<'or, a.-!o»)n;l tho so do of orisitiul intelli- 
jl^ouces, !;•) tlio hii,di;3.-il im iiiiuidik) point in <;roiirno33, tlioro yot ewists 
botwoon it and tliat: of s.df oxistnut and cro.itive povvoi', an inoonipro- 
honsiljlo infmiiude. I concoivo it to bo no nioi'8 dii'fioult to dole^ato 
creative powor to nmn, tiian to tho hi^he^t ordor of croatod intelii- 
gonces. 

Again : Tiioncrli G ,d sliould (hdo^^nte cro.itivo power to Christ, nnd 
though Christ, by virtuo of that })'>\vo!', aliduld croato sonio thini^j^ 
yet it could noo bo trathfolly suid ih. tt ho ci'oaled nil things, utdess 
lio crea.tod Ifnnsfdf: foi° notwiilKst.indina I ho powor, which by suppo- 
t^iiion, ],Q derived from G^djic inchidod in the? catogoiy of creattid 
Ihin^^s. 

Once more: IF ho created md proservos in oxisfp.nce all croate i 
thiri'g^, by didi.'gitod powei-,, th;'.n, boin;^^ jjiinsolf crentH-], he tniist 
have reci'ivod th.it po^vor b(dor.i his own o>:!^tence. For the croa- 
live power most necessarily bo recoiv^5{j prior to its exercise. 

8uch are su:rJo of th<3 i/j.-^oparabhi d(lii ;ul(iefci involved in any sup- 
position which alhrins that Cijrist is only a [:reat<»d bnin ^ 

Clirist, as man, had a beginning— was a croiited bcrioir.^ iVs God, ho 
vras vvilliout boi^iniiinir — was -'in !he b^e^indintr" — ^' beuji-e all thintis" 
—uncreated. He wa^ llie ori^i;inal author of all things tliat had a 
boginnifij^ — thnt fiom ncilihig were made soniethinir ; whether they 
be visjibihries or inviLsibdiiiHs, p-rincos, or r)r;ncii);ilities, dominions or 
powers; and '-he id over ail, Gjd." ''Ho that built (credited) all 
tiinj;:s 1:1 ( ' 

Leaving'; rhi.:; point I pass t.o make snmo romnrks 
o. Showing the Nature and Extent of the authority of Christ and 
his prece{)ts. 

Christ considered tjs nioi'dy a created bein<r, posses^-inf^ snperior 
intelligence? and nigral cxrcliHMfM-, wofij I nnturahy ac(j lire'^notoriety 
—vvouid obtain a!i n.nitjt.n,,,, iji,,.!, commandinL:: in its influences. 
^ But on the suppo.^ilioM (hat he is only a Hni)enor man, he could not 
tor that reason, or be.cause of that snpei-iority , hoUl and exorcise the 
right to teach, or command with authority. *llk-? instructions would 
be human— the instructions of a man, and they could be received 
only as such ]l;s precepts for the g,>vfunmHnt of human co:aluct, 
UI3 expositions -iitid npnlicfitions of law, whether Inunan or divine, 
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woniA po9'.!Ofta nogienlfM' nulliority iluin those of any olber man \v1-).q 
gliinjld ))r*vs(;ril)o llKjasnno lirm^si, or publiali tho sjiino ti'uths. 
TIjo {H)/fiiH, in rolal}</j) tu which our hiqmvy is instituted, are sub- 

slantiiill^ these; 

Willi* what Huthoriry nre tlio prenopis of the Gospol of Christ in- 
ve^reij, liui) wlioijcr^ (Id thoy dni ivo lliut authority ? Are they Law 'J 

and Nvhwvfoio iiro they Lnvv? 

•'.laduo not that M' lie not judf^'od. T'ov willi wliat jndgmont yc judge, vc 
f-^liiil! !>o jud-vd."— '.MuU. 7: li L>/ 

" lint i s;'.v unt(» voij. Idve v<uir cHom'iof^.ldess tliem ihut cwrftc yon. do good to 
ihi'W) fliar hail' voii.'tind ])ir(v'(or thvm wh'w.'h dcopitet'uny use yuii, and persecute 

"'] her^'.or!' .sU t!iii)L5V. wliiit-io.'^vor ye would tliat. mmi ahojdd do to you, do ye 
<'V('u Si»^oi<JKMii : I'i.ir this is t]jo luw and tlse uroplicts," — .Atatt. 7: hi. 

In lhn£!e, ns in /i)] siioil/ir precopls, which involve tho groat ele- 
tiionts ()( ujoriilily, we hiive a Bpeciinen of the Savior^s mode o 
toiicirmg. Tijo truths aniriuiiced, the principles revealed, the lan- 
pjawft nnd miiniUM* i« whicli they woro communicated, produced the 
conviciion it? ihft {uinds of th().s« tliut hetird, tkat, while he spoke a 
iwiii sjiake," lie spuko " with auJhonty" — that bespoke wit 
nutl)(irity, snl)Rbiiai:dly dilltn-eiit from tliat exercised by civii and ee- , 
clesiasti'Cai uVi'iciaSs. 

Did hM s{)OMk with the «uth(>r)1y of Law? And, nre his injunc- 
ti<M)s itrvesle 1 sviih llio (rignified bejirinj^s and binding obligations of 
<vKiiital)!e Law? Ov -Mi {\w.y possess no hij^ker autliority tlian simi- 
lar a,t)H()tir>cf'nienls, vvhon impaittd by men? 

In leply 1 reinaiU: 

(i ) The Piecf^prs cd' Christ area j«ct expression of the relations' 

obii^atioiig tlvat exist au^oug men- 
Man., MS im indivitlii d, constitutionally considered, possesses inval- 

uab'lo and inalirUiablo lii^h^s. j^iackstooB comments on them thus: 
•'i. 'i'h<M'i,L;ln of persou'iO security," Avhicli "consists in a person's legal and 

fiiiiiitenvijitc't! cjii^rwueiit <;[' h'lri life, his bodv, his lieaJtJi and his repu> 

'I'hrM'iulit of {xM'fonal IfVtorfy." ''TUU pcrs<>?ial liberty eonsists in tlie 
}>n\V(M- of hiODU lotion, »»r clKUu/nig situation, or i-emoviiig one's person to what- 
'"vcr pJix-v' <tnt:V; ijjch'nation may direct; without iitiorisoiiiiieiit or restraint'* 
i n 4iiuyi,)HM* connexion lie says: 

"'i'lw a'oso'iute ri^:j,livs of nitviu coMsideved fts a fi'ec agent, endowed with dis- 
''■iM'Mnu'iit lu Uwuw -.n^m] ft'om (^vil. viind winii p.juer of elif)osing those measures 
vwii ii ;ipp(\ir to liiiii \l[i^<t d(';-ir;i!)ie, i'.re usually sunniied up in one appeihitjon, 
•iixl dcn(»)iinat!'tl \]\i> iwi^'jral lilw.M-ry of niirnkiiui "Jliis p.atural Jil)erty consisted,. 
]aM];('r]y in a ^sowcr of ac-iin.u" as ono tliinks lir, wUiu.)Ut any eonstraint or eon- 
'.'!•"!. //itU..:y hi/ilu' Inio i)J lit:! nre: W'wv^; a ri^-l.t in.herent in us by hirth, and our 
'•t' the LiiiVs (,f (io.l u) iijan at his <'rL'a'.i(jn, when he endowed him AvitJj the lac- 
''-^ "i" iVfv>-\vi;i." 

'!"l.e rivhi of jiroiienv. whii^ii i'on:.ist.-, in the fr.^e U!f.e, e.nyonrie-nt, and dis- 
1 "f ;:]! y'is a;\;!;-;-.;r!-.ji. wiihont :;nv fonlnil or (inniiint ion." 
^ '^''U<';;e, in; caih^ ''ahs.)iut h rinls's'' — ^!;ive'n to man at. his creation, by 

afi(! Huhj<*(:t; to mcr .'ideal ion^,- 0013' by the cquiJable regulations 
^'f ei'/i! society. On this poiiit lie use3 tlio following eoiphalic X'AXL" 
•giiaof* : 

^ "VMrnip priin^Ijial aim of 9-n'Av\\- \=^ to j.roifci: individuals in tlu> enioyment of 
t!J'-i' M.l.-^.-lui ' ri"),ts. ^v■<•r•^' 'i:,iv:'Sf '-d jij th'Mii 'ov tlie ijsvisd.de laweJ of UfJ- 
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imn? ; but wliich oould not ho proiUM'vcMl in I'orco without (hiil niumal iHnisni'ti-:; 
n}v\ iiitLM'COurHo, which is g'iiin(!(l l»y tlie instihUinn ul' iVicndly find Hdcial coin.. 
nuuiifatidu. Jleneo it I'oUowrt. th4i.'t the tiiv.f and pi'iuiai'v (Mid'of hnni;Mi lawn U 
to Huiinlain avid fc\L!,'ulate thcso idMohite riirhts ol individuals. Such lijHits hm 
nro social aud relative, result from, and are poslerior Ut (fie t'oniuiliou of .Slatc^l 
/\nd Hocictie.s : So that to niaintain and i'e,!.;'uiate the,<(> is deai-lv <i HuNsequein 
ponsidfiTatinvi. And. therotV*'re, the p'i'irivipa! vi.' w of lunnau ];iws is, or (»u;4'lit; 
^f»Uvf>vs'to be, to explain, protect, mul cuiVn\';o sacii ni^'hts an arc ahsolate. wiucii 
in tii'cmsclves are few and t^ini^jlo ; ,'uid I hen, suu'li riiylitrf as ni'o relativ'e, wliicii. 
arising I'rouTi a variety of counexious, wlil bo fur imjre uuuicrous aud more cuia- 
p]i(iated." 

The Americnn Bill of rif^lits lias comprossod. in one passTJiiP^ tlio 
auni of rnuirs absolute right!?: ' Clod liath crtMdciJ nil tnon J'rce im] 
fqnnl; and endowed tliern with ei^itiiin in{irKMial)lo rigllt^^ nmong 
wliich are lite, liberty, nnd thw parsnit v.i' happinoss.'* (Honour, 
self-evidont truths"! 'j^hou, h conuirio:? wore rcqnisito to elaborato 
'fhom from the depths hi which the lust of pow^r tiad buried ihern! 
iBiTt, once conceived and enjjravon on a nation's lienrt, no \vhir7H, ncr 
.'shuniing of tyrants' power can di ivi; thetn bncU to obscurity a^ain I 

Bnt to return : Such tire the aK-(»hue ri<zli!3 of man. Individually 
and constiturioniilly considered all nien ;p.as9ess thr-m. Every tnaii 
constiious of the existence of these riirhl.s in hims^df, Ivnows tlwitthoy 
ibelong to, and are ci^inneeted with tlie existence ef every tvher man. 

^gain : Man, eonsidero 1 colieciively, is the snljt^ct of social ri>ihly, 
duties and obligations, lih connexion with oiluTdi ot similar e )nst'f- 
tntional powers, rii;l)ts and <.h'Stiii} , invent hhn with new pri" ' "^s 
and blessings, and consi^quentiy '"M-vrivH on hiro nev; oldijalbi 
,can now do, considered as a inemnor of society, what 1ih coui. .s 
<ono isolated, ile can cow discerc, respect'and love the ab-ulute 
'rights of his equal brother. He can render to his i)rother— tiaoiher 
self—what ia equity he wowld claim from him.- But what of Ji^'ioJ 
he can do to, and for him, in eq.uify, ho ou^ht to do. Arid ?he obli^a- 
itiofi iS reciprocal — resting upo!) i^vti\y n7e!ifber of the scc:ial t»r organ- 
ic circle— bindin^a; each to do his n(v<;fibor good, by a bor.-d wlu^r-e 
strength is proportioned to the a!)iiity of each. Neiihor is tPiere any 
change, or power, which permits the niimodified existence of the/o 
organic relations of human society, competent to anoMiilate that ob- 
ligation. The obligations created by the existcRco of human socio- 
;ty, can only pass away as it ceatn^s to bo. 

Our remark in the outset was this: Tho Prrcepfs of Christ are 
.the true expression of the relrdlors and oh'.igal ions i.hat cx^si amot);« 
men. What could bo mor(^ so ? l^'ar-kstono rfo! irks on this poii-tl 

-These preeefils (of Divhio Ur^-oVMh.,,) wher; reve^ded, are t(Uind upon coin- 
pavisoii to be realh' a ^^i-t of the nv\nhud U-w of iiat-i'e, as they tend iu all their 
consequences, to luaii s fi'liclf.v." 

There can hardly be a doubt oq thi^ point in the n>ind oF o»e who 
^nas made hm>seU tliorou-hiy accpianitpj with tho original ^aw of na- 
,ture and the precepts of Chri.t. Ooo ilhist.utlon i.>usL suffiee. 

^« 1 hcrelore all thwigs whats ever yo would that moo should do to 
yon, do yoeven a) to rhem : for thi.-^ is the Law, ' ddu 

This is as really a law of nature as it is a precept of Clu ist. IMost 
.o^arly h it mser.bod on the|.o.-:tu(icu of human .ocielv ; so thai 



sslHMi \(\vim hy Iho »Sav ior, h in fo l;(<[i*of:ni'(,U'd m ii ti iio tinuHorii)i — 
ti fjriiuiiK) oxj)r('HiM()ii of i(jo ])ivii)« original. 

This vicnv of tlu^ caso nutliori/.c'ii ilu-) riMUfuk 

('.',) Tlnit; Pr«(!Oj)U of (jlirlHt urn invtMnUMl willi tlio tuiiliority 
of tlio oi'i^^iruil law of uiUuro, i, o., ivilh iho uulliorily of iibuoliilc 
truth iind ri^lit. 

I>) fir 118 i1h^ Prorpp'fl of Clii i&t prr^Bcrilio rulf«s fvir tlie pov<'mmont 
f'f liMuiiu) e)niliioN linn- nro HUPttiirioil by iho8« ol)rii,»iionH which o\v<* 
t'lhir (»Kis'(AiieB to tho iiuturtl conditions niul rohiiiotia of li'o, and 
s:is!iii;i('.l liy iho siuictioti'? of <^i(M'niil trutli <in<) ri;;lit«^onsiiin-K. Th'jBtt 
{'♦^liiiiony iii'o Bucli as to dotniind, that coui'Rw of moral con<1uct fiijoin* 
<-'t\ in iIk^ ng that which is alono ri<;ln and cquitMhle. in o(h- 

<'t' wji'dn, the-) oature and relation'? ol inlehi<;ont boingtj crcal»^ th»^ 
{iccn.^siiy for ihtit courso of inond neiion reqnirod in tho j)rnf;opls ot' 
(Ilirisl:, sn tijat ihe'y aK^ l,o (.10 ro^Mrdod and r<ic(^ivod us ilw juvd <\\po- 

of ilioir rolaiioos r.nd obli;j;!iti()US- Conaidorcd in euch a 
(hny li!iv.5 lliii pritiio miihority of inw. Lot; us pursue tho (juc^liori 
(■j'Miiewhur fu!'tli(ir. V/I»ali is that in any cnachneut whioh is ntM'.cB- 
v^iiiy to iiiVHst it with tlio TiUthority of liuv? It must bo soniethinfr 
i'hii thitn tiio i;()nso!ii of pi:r;i«s roiiCvM'nod. Tlint cujnsfr'iit mny b» 
fi'iVHM in relati 'O lo a (U*c) eii, who^^o ovory clement is iniquity — pome- 
tliing e!^« that) ita ondoiromtMit by Fonio Autocrat, King, rroRidrMit^ 
or itiv.i bjijy. Hu(^h on(K>j fotncjat niny invest it witli I'owor 

MifficKMii for (execution; but this dot's not necf^ssorily impart to it 
t'lo authority (.f law. Ii nmy bo utterly destitute uf the omnipoieut 
elutnent of v]'^]it. 1 jinsw or : The correlated connexions of the beinga 
coiitornw(i, must bn such us to deiiiar.d tho re»;ulatinn as a matter uf 
»»(|uity and li^ht. There inii^t be u necessity, a good reason, a reason 
f Minded in jii.slice, underiyirjtr nil vuli^a pre?cribed lur the government of 
lunuan <'.und«cr in order to itivest with the Jiiithority of law. 

Witlk>-.a this ilj<^v c'ltirely f.itl to possess tii© true idea of law, and 
in-e nocftssiirily dnprived of ail wrn'vA forc.o "ivhalcver, and their on - 
(ovcpaient Vx^(va'd l)e jd)!5oluto tyranny. 

i5ur any enflc^mpn^ \s hich lias a grod reason, a rea=?on founded inthe^ 
sai-^t 110(1 ('(j'litalvlr^ ft'i iiio'is of tliw parties coocei'iiod is law. It i^ 
ibat recL3r)n whi'tjh isr^purts to ir, its prime authority. 

ileoee for this t-;mie reasoo, iIib prrcf^pts of Christ, possess tliG 
e;(Miuim^ niithoiity of law. Thpy have the iviLo!e for/je of absolute 
'rutii and ri;^hl <^ >rnmuni;"aU3 in ihenj ''eidightening t'he understand- 
iniii;," qaickeoiinf; tlie (;>nBcience, snnctifyinf; tbe sensibility, deter- 
Miining the will in a state \>i ehansic-^'ess devotion to the universal goorS 
ot num., arnl t!ie g!oiy of (s(vl. IS acksto-sjo still comments : As then 
^iie tn iral precepts of this l iw (ihe iiiiviiie) are mdee'^l of the samei 
orij^'mal with thoy.e of the jaw of nature, so their nUrinsic oliligatioi? 
i« ''f cu'.iul birenmh nnj p.o! iiiry 

>^-^!n-i:,a would evi;ient?y have us i-eceivo his word as law. He' 
n'jeelx3ih mo aii l rec(iivetii no' )'-^y words, hath one that, judiietti 
U\\n'. liie \voj-<is tk it I have jM):'.ken the sauie shall judge him nl thw 
sist, day." TUoje i? no jodi;n5e.nr, wher(? there is no law. .^udg. 
iti'jn^ )i:\)SAipiKK^vs l)>.L' cvisK'Kc.e uf IvW; and js in accordance with tt' 
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if Uio Woi'cV* of Christ is to be the rnio of judgiiieut at iho m 
dny, it must be then that his word is Inw. 

(.3.) The lostructions and Precepts of (.'hrist avo invoMerl ^vitll 
odditio'.ial authority by virtue of liis Divine ( linrnoter and Positimi. 

Josu9 Christ is the uncreated creator of all t)rn>g^. Ho is 
Folf-existeut God—possessing all the ''fullness of the (iotllictul." 
Wisdom, power, goodness, inlinite and eternal. vii-tne of 
his natural moral perfections, he occupies a |;o.-^ition in fact, thiititjin- 
finitely su])orior, in ))oint of authoritative instruction and precepljo 
all teachers anil rulers of human order. 

In the condition of created beings, as men, oneupying a position of 
absolute inferiority and dependency, oircu inscribed in every di'iciri- 
ment of their natures witlr limited capaciricp. there is ibundcd tlio 
necosiiity of anthoritalivo prect'pt, or j^ove>rnrnent. That nrcossil) 
is inseparably connected with their order of existence., It giowsdiu 
of their inferior and dependent condition. Tlini, condition'tiu^y dil 
not create. They can not annihilate it, mir escape from it. Tlipy 
could as soon remodel their ori^i^infd cnjs'itutions, and i'e-estiilj|is') 
Ihemselveg io a new order of existonce. And whilo it roinain;?, tin n; 
will exist the omnipresetJt necessity for instruct iooF, clothed wiih ;tii 
the force of i)erfect truth, and invested witli the authority of jilwu- 
lute equity. Such is man's necessity. And Siich is the deniauil 
iounded in that needsstty. 

^^iJt who is there^ amonjc; the liumnn race, or among the myii:i(l-3 
f>f intelligent but finite spirits which ihrong ilie univerHo, that pot^st^^ 
the requisite qualifications to m^^'t tlos demand. Whofvver 1ih 
his attributes and characte r should bo i')e^rfoct in their order, amlliii 
position Supreme. They should be of such order, so in(r;-iit.'.>ly per- 
fect in their nature and charaotej-,as to l>e able to rnoftt ii> an equita- 
ble manner all the necessities of cremated beloir;^, without the posiii- 
bility of a mistake whatever; and consc(|uently, without tlvo possibil- 
ity of a righteou-g appeal. I repear,who is he that in point of f:irr. 
occupies so exalted a position of supremo, natund and m.>ral cNcel- 
ience I J3 it man, iho iiigln^st and Iwsi uf onr rune ? 3)o8s lie or 
any fragmentary \mvt of it, or the wludo: constitute [\mt bcvdy which 
f^haU^ tench, legiylat^e, and enf-rce legHliifK,!:, v/itli that pcifccl ioii 
whic.a involves no mistake; with that authority fmn^ wliich ll.cm 
am 00 no righteous appeal ; with that acljudicatbn which sluiil never 
need to be rehearsed 

There may be liuuvin pcrfpction, Iw^.t it has a limit. .Sur,pj-]mn)jiP, 
•imimntcd perfection is dcrnaoded. TUvr^ nniy be umuy who Mro 
superior nu'n; who^^e exc-UfncB r.rid worth -1^^ jhom iy-^\,iuhu'V.cc, 
iis "LonU'Nind ' Kiuir..." BrA ,.udi h this domaod n'i onr nccessh 
Jios, m inafe It c-alfs lur one who is na ot.Jy f^iipHi ior, imt aciuaUy 
j,i(;,ne— woo IS >- Lord of lords, a>il Uui^r of km-^ 

Revelation points us to the Lamb as (^:cupvi.>;^ tliat Tx,si!kn. h 
:(>roc amis ,n glorious bngua.i^e his hunnn and di-.ine r.Uui .i>s and ex- 
a ted ,>ortectu>n^, ,^ ^^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^ 

^ , .0 r ''"V^;^ f;'^^;""";^^"t sl.all l)e upon |f:s shoidde,; aod his omoi.^ 
be called Wundeilub (jAunselLy, llic lu.^h.t) ( ^o ! t!,e gvcHi-nt 
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iMir Fiilinu", the Piincf^ of" Proco. OT ihe ii^M'onse of* l)iH goveni- 
iiK^ii!, '.mil j)o;ioo I lit^'o shall bo no otul." - * 

Siicii is tlu? siiinilicn.ijoy and iiupoi t o[' the Hiipvemaoy of* Clirint : 
and Hiirh Iho anihorily ofliiH word. was not only man, but God, 

]n him iho (diaracterlstics of tho Finite and tJio Infinite were coni- 
hinod. All tho imumtahle clemonta of Divine I'ower, Wisdom aixi 
(M)i)dnOw«y, toocilior wiih the conipleto al!i'ihi.it(>s of lii:iman nature, 
wore blended in liim, in truest hainiuny. When lie spake, he spake 
not as man ineiely, hnt as (h)d in man. lie undei'itood uli truth, 
lio, as croaior of all thiny;?, pofiPieFPed a perfect knowledge of the re- 
lalions and design of their existence. Theiefore he was competent 
to tlie poifect acc'oniplij^hnu'nt of his work. lie taught without 
error. The principles puoli^hed in his." Glorious Goapei," exist in 
truest hiirmony, witli l!ie biw of natuj-e, and tho original constitution 
of all lliir.j::9, Ho endowed each tmd evet y created existence, with 
iiM primeval eon.^litntion. I:]o estiiblishod their endlessly diversified 
rchition^. lie biid the deep loundation, and built the superstructures 
nf ail tilings, 'i'iiei efoj-e he is tlie supreme head of all things. His 
word is obfoiute t rnth. i judgments are rii^ht. His command- 
nients, law — ihe JH^licr 7.^?." — t he ordy {v\w. J'ouridfiiion of all eqnifc- 
rildr', rolps of individual c-oihIupI, of social intercourse^ and of all au- 
thoritative remdalions Cifliumim guvernujent. 

11. T'.ie suVtordinate n;iture and po iiiion ofjuiman governments. 

A. clriptei' on tho nature, u'.ilily and legitimate powers of civil gov- 
pnimenlfi, will not be anliciivated in llih; place. The most that will 
be expiicled, and what I feel under eb'i'^aiio'i to do, is, to speak in 
strict accordance with tlie truo BCienc<*. of governtnessts. 

The pr-ipoaii which the sub-!f'(jiienl; i-emarks are intended to 
elucidat.,e, is subslaotiidiy this : Hunuin govei'nments, though invest- 
ed with anthoi ity, are 6!d)()rdin:!t<i to the government cf God, and 
the FU[iHri()r obligations or' Ilis eterjia] law. 

The woi'ding of I his propopitio i doi-js not co'ivey the fullness of 
moaning ititeruled, ofdy r.s I ski le lurt hi-r, that human governments 
are sa limi'ed by tho absohue a.ntlioi-ity of llie liigher law, as that 
they have no »i^ht wlwilever, to r(upiii-e and enforce obedience to 
any eiiaci ment, which Ci.'nti aviMso^ its e(|uilable principles. That it 
is uttrM-ly iniporGible. by tho ex'^icifr^e of any p^owers they possess, to 
Fct asidi.i any piinciple <d'th.e diviri(>I iw, or abrotr;ito aught of theob- 
buatiMHs it imposes. That tliey, by tln^ adopti jn of any regulalioa 
which is opp'ised to tli-.^ immntiiblo princ!j>i-^\s of i ighieonsness, as 
divest t lit'm'^(»,!ves ol" all i-^triiifni anlhoiiiv to {>!;{',, ice it. Aed 
to It ii iM.->y (^vl'uico mnijjilii./iid l.wv. ihs-y cxtviyi- theiuselves to 

(l.) Tub siib irdloato natnre jiini ! < pliioii of c'sil govertimotits is 
clnai-ly iiidicated by the individual i.i J fa Tible nalvU e of itH comj)o~ 
licnt elumenls. 

What ai-e humnfi governnjonts ? and wliat, the 
elements < f which they }ire compo'-cd? 1 remai'k, we have, as the or- 
eleniento o; liiM.nan L,(:vo!!i!ne?!'s, {].) nnp,-rlV'Ct and lalbbhi 
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men ; (ti.) Conslitulions, dinrlcrs and laws as drawn out; and admin- 
iHlered by lh«ni. These are the iVail nuiterials that conatitule Ihiit 
mighty engine of power— Government ; freighted as it is with iho 
weal or woe of the milliooi of enrth. And can one believe, that the 
will of u nation, allectas it action must the interest of all concerned, id 
not bound by the **high bohegta" of the divine law 1 Every indivil- 
ual of the organic whole,— frail, imperfect and dependent, — knows, 
that in his individual capacity, he is hound by its holy Banctioiis. 
Keuson, coruicienco and tlio voice of (Jod press iiome the conviction, 
and constrain its conft^ssion. Bound, and accountnlda loo, in all his 
actions. Everywhere, his individuality remains^. His acts are those 
of an inilividuiil. He i:^ under the obUgali>)n3 uf an individual — obli- 
gations imposed by the law of G )d. lie m iy assume t)»e responsi- 
bilities of organic bodies, and become af'.countable for their actions. 
Indeed he may not be able to avoid this, but in this he acts, and cau 
act as an individual only — and under the hi<ihesl and holis^st respon- 
sibilities imposed by the law t/f God. And lliis is true of every indi- 
vidual of a nation. A nation la made up of individuals, every one of 
whom is under imperative obligations to obey the word of Go I in 
ever}' department of active life, i)rivate, social and political. Who 
Ihon can comprehend the reasonablerjoss, and feel tlie force of that 
logic which absolves a nation's will, from the iinporial obligations of 
the Higher Law ? Jf all its individual elements are subject toils 
authority, then why not the whole? 

2. The subservient relations and objects of human governments, 
mark their position as subordinate to a higher power. 

Government is not in itself an end, such is its nature and rela- 
tions, that the realization of a good is contemplfiteJ l)y it — a good not 
found in its mere existence, but beyond it, and to which it is subser- 
vient. Such is the valuablencss of liie end, the n>a2;oii ude of the 
good sought, as to authorise its existence, and the exercise of appro- 
priate powers in securij)g it. 

It is said, not unfrecjuently, and with how much wisdom I need 
not attempt to determine, that govwrnuient is lounded in what is 
called "The social ct)j)jpact;" that its auiiority af d powori are de- 
rived from, jmd limiied by. the consent of the members of that com- 
pact, that their tacit agrecnnont iuvosls their regulations with the au- 
thority of law. Tliifi is the substanoe of the theory. If I under- 
Btand it, then nothing can be further from the truths This view 
presents the constMit, or the will (.f a rsation, as the foundation of 
\ii\v. If this is HO, llic.n Wii-itover civil cod(> tin*- ))eople consent to \^ 
law; their ag'-eement Wvoil'l loiko it so. Then coriSci^ncM and i>ri- 
vate jiiilgomoot have no aullioritati\ o dccirii oi:^, respecting i/idividiinl 
conduct. Tlien, any enacfnicnt, huwpver liaarant and oi)noxi(Mje to 
justice it may be, must receive unipiestiooed ftb^dience. Then, any 
bdl conliii'iii'g as many elements of iniquity and features of tyranny, 
as the notorious American Slave .15i!I, nuiy be framed into law, and 
ail opposition and diyobedienco to its recpjirt^ments are unrighteous. 

Human necessities, and not human consent, nor human will, are 
l||o i undutitns of guven ment ; and every form cf j:overnment. tlut 
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(W.n iv)l ^vo\y out ol'tho nscassilioa of the governed is insufficient or 
lyriiniiical. 

The pro*^oclion ofindividuula "in the onjoyment, of those absolute 
rights which were invoslod in tlieni by the iinmutnble laws of nature*' 
is, the groat good which should be contemplated in the existence of 
government. Thia is the end of humnn government, *"to explain, 
protect and enforce" mnn's absolute rights viz: the **right3 of j)Hr^ 
i?()njil protection, personal liberty and piOperty," and there is no au- 
Ihorily, \vlmt(^vor, that may deny or take away lliese rights from a 
ginglo individu'il, unfortified by crime. This would bo nn entire per- 
version of ihe endd of government. Against this, the law of nature 
uUers its solenin protest ; and the Higher law of God j-roclaims its 
un;it)jomMs of cominnr retribution. 

This view of human governments, showing, their subservient pur- 
p jses.reii-lerrf the concius'on necessary, that though they are investi-d 
with p 'wer, tliat p-ovver is sub )rdinate to the power of God, 

3. 'iliis vievv' of human government is sustained by God's provi- 
(bMiiid dc'dings with the nations of the Earth. \Sufricient has 
jilre idy been sai I to indicate tho truth, that nations, though m au- 
tliority, nre vyidc.r nuthorify. Tiio power they posspSv^ is derived 
from above. "For there is no power but of God.** Their position, 
however great or important, is a pjosifion i)i absolute uiferionty — jn- 
feiior, i)ec:iU30 (h'pendent ,and f=ubordinate to the liigher and nobler 
pnipo^ys contemplatBd in the Government of G-od. Yet they are 
blow to learn thie; and unwilling to ncknowldge i.t 

N;i!ionrLl prosperity paves llio way to an overgrown notional pride. 
SiiccHri?, in the common obj^ers of national air»bition, first flatters, 
then ruins tliom — ruins them because their boasted greatness, be- 
comes the occasion of oppressincr ihe poor and the ht^lpless, of uver- 
rifling tlie (irand eloiuents of immutable law in their legiolation ana 
aliuinistratioT, and of re})udiating the atilhoriiy of God. Deeming 
thomspjves to be j)rofoundiy secure, on account of their superior wis- 
dom, their re^ou'-cf^s of strength, and the abund-mce of lljeir meani 
ol national aygrandiz-^ment, they are prouB to scout the idea of any 
powt r ab vo them. Kspecially is this true of those nations who have 
too mern etid of pomp and pov,^er" to attend to, at the expense of 
o;)pr:^Hse.l hnuianity, 

Antociats, grown £ieat and bloited with having swaKowed the 
riutits fiud libci t.es of the perple, know no superior authority to their 
own dt^iii'des ; and j)rond repub'iean elTicials e(mfeFs no Higher Law 
lli'iri tliM cyiialifutitm of their nation, or tho will of the people. Their 
peif suirjcKMuiy i?, not unfre(|UontIy, marked with nionstrous reck- 
i'-\s>ij(^s-^^ atid impudence. As a s])-^cin-ieti, hear the blasphemous in- 
•rnry of the Inuglity uuloer.it of Kw^pt iti his ( onti-njpt of the idea 
'Ji a Higiier l*(.\ver: 

i.o is tl,(. |,,,r.l {.hat T slw.nM obcv wia' to lot I.srael lto? I know not 
lilt' l^onl. neitlK.i- will ! lor Israel 

Wlio wofitlers, or ran wofui.M- tint God should B«nd him ♦♦quick 

Jf'to Hell," Mild that Ho, who had endured long thnir (ontempt of 

Uis 8ovojeiguty, shou! 1, in the righteousness of his judiiment, bury 



■{ i 

tho ^;uriy naliiui in iho dee p ^nivo of iiii';in\v? — Ai.d llii.s {lisdiiiiilnl 
tMunt of Isniel's God, IVom the AeByriaii General in behuir uf ihi. 
King: 

"'rims R.iilli tho j';roi\t Kin^rr, {lie K'na of As.^vna. wliat ('oiifidcnoo is ilus 
Avht'jviii th.intnistcsl, * * * " t- s;c' J,t>t not, thv ("iodin wlK.m 
tliou trust est, dct'civo thee— -saying' Jenisaleni sluill not bo yiveu' into the huml 
of tlio J(ing of Assyria." 

One hundred jinci oijjlity-fivo tbon^nnd of tlie Assyrian host, sluin 
in one night, should make earthly Potentates tremble and slirink brtck 
IVoin the utterance of the blasphemous thouaht — And this Athoistic- 
nl sneer at the Higher Law, the Law of God, by a Senutor of the 
Unit(Ml States Coolm'oss : 

*' When nothing e!se will answer, they invoke religion, and spoak 
of a higher law. GenthMiien tl)\s North iMoiintaiii is hi,i,')i. the l>!uf) 
Kidtje lii^her still, the Alleghany hiiilier tlmn oitlw^r, and yni. this 
higher law ranges further than an Eagle's Hluht a.»ovo the' highest 
I'l^ak of tho Allegliany. [L'-mghter.] No common vision can 
discern it; no conscience not transoondeutal and ecstatic can foel il: 
the iiearing of common men never learn its high behests; anb there- 
fore one should think it is not a san^ law to bo acred on in matters of 
the highest practical moment.''— j^ iniel Werbsler. 

This passage savors much of the s-^-vdifl iiotions, and contemptuons 
cantings of the miserly wicked. ""What is the AhiVighty tliat v.e 
should serve him? and wliat profit should we have, if we pniy unio 
him." History has wrilte,i d.iom of the man, atid the nation that 
contemn the God of Heaven, and set at nought his lioly L-iw. 

Powerful nations have been daslied in j^ieces like a j)otter's vps?e], 
because they disd-iined to acknowledge tlie Supreme authority of (U4 
and Mis Law. One after anotlier have tliey been cast down at t':o 
command of God, because tht^y trusted '-in opj^ression and perversa- 
rje?s, and wickedly abandone'J the true objects contemplated in their 
national existence. The highway of nations is literally thronged with 
the shattered fraonionts of powciful kingdoms and mighty eiupires 
fallca liko Babylon; hoeause, l;ke her, tliey liad become the habita- 
tion of devils, the hold of overy foul spirit, tlie cage of every unclean 
and hat^fid bird ; and bocause they had jiloiifi^d iliemselvos and lived 
dHli(;if)usly, and trad ed in ^Inws sovls oi^ men. And now, the 
records ot their existenco. ma^nifio.jnoe ami greatness, like moini- 
niental spires standing out of rhe vastnoss of tlieir ruins, point t(t (i.)il 
as the sovereign ar'aiter of nations, the i-ighteoo.'? avengrrr of liis throne 
and i^ive a signifi.taiii- wai'iiinsr to reckless ruh-rs and tyrannical gov- 
ernments that discard tii^ imp.eri d aulhority of ihe Higher \yw\\ 

And thi^ leis Iteeu tlie Wm^ of p Hi.'y by i \ )d in a'.j his deal- 

ings with the nations of ti'.e earth. ' Ho has ahundiiul iv blessed tho 
*' rigliteoijs nation that keepeih the ti'uih;" on tho other hmd Iih h;i^ 
uttoi-ly plucK^d up and dostroye 1 thoqe, nations " tliat iiavo disdainf^'! 
alloyi.ince to the mandates of His law, because of their wickednc-^j 
i n doing su. 

In this. Ho assumes and maintains the position of nn 
arbiter above them. His providences witli nati(Ui3 cleariv indltriU' 
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it. He, na a sovcr<^ign nrbiler, sits in jmliiniont np'^n the fiitM. (if 
ihnir eoiiforinily or noiiconroi inily to lliB sacred iDjutu'lioiis of tiui 
IJi^lier L'lw; and (*.x<>cntos ils awfid snnctions upon lliein — building 
uj) tlio good nnd dashing in piocos thii evil. 

How forcible tlio conviclion tliiit a nation's will is bound by the 
eternal law of riglil I 

'1. Lastly, lvf»VHbition afTirnis that (Jovernmont^ are the ordinan- 
ces of (rod. ]f ihoy aro, then, ihoy aro under the authority of GutJ 
and his f^aw, and all tho powers th(.\y po?aes=? aro dologntod. 

Einnian g()Vornmot)ts aro of Divino nppointinont, not, so much in 
foi in as in fciot-tiot so much in lliBir mod^ of oxistenco as in tho |)i in- 
ciples upon vvhicdi they should be founded, and in accoidance wiih 
which iliey sliou'd be jidiuinistered. 

Particulnrly, (jrovernuienls nve ordinnnces of CJod, as seen 

(i.) in the fict that lie is the aullior of ihat original oonslitutiorj 
of things, w])ich creates llie d(Mnund fur jLiovernuionts. 

('2.) Tiiat he Ims es!ai)lished tho pi'inciples of eternal rccliUide, up- 
on jind by which tlu\^ are t-o be foundtid and I'ogulated. 

(.">.) That Me has invested them with authority, anti indicated the 
ii5f'!ins arsd modes which ihey are to .-idopt in tho adminisiralion oT 
i;ovennnent. I'hnt a <:(ivernnient, cutifined in tho use of its powers^ 
to the ends and moans c )n!om))latod in (rod s ordinance, is God's 
{lovernoient— is his ordinance, and is invested with am[)l0 authority 

tlio pflicienr administi'ation of it^ laws. s 

But, if a ji^ovHrr jnent disregards tiio necessities which create tlie 
ile nand of its existence, and discards th(»se pri:ici[)leo estiibiished of 
(Jnd, for its i-oirulation in ^le(^ting those necessitii^s, then it is not an 
fu'dinance of God. Upon such a government He has conferred no 
power. He ordained gnvortiment as an instrumentality of f'ood to tlio 
])8oplo, and not as »n engine c.i desi ruction, to destroy their rights 
and carse their bloFsings. lie onbiined it vrith ample power to ex- 
route good, and resist the evi). But, not in a single instance, has He 
authorized it to execute evil, in resistance oTthe go(»d — to smite down 
tlio uniorfeitcd rights of a few or man}-, for the benelil: of otheis.— - 
Not in a single mstance, can the power confeiredon jrovernmeiir, be 
viiihtfLdiy exercised for the accoinplishment of purposes \\h ch are 
linstile to tlie ends centernpln! ed in the ordinance of Go 1. Here is 
tbe charter (if riglus and powers invested in government by :he or- 
'ii'iJince of God. 

'i'li<< {);»\v(M"s Unit !)•'. ophuiu'd (tfCidd. Wli<i.S(>c'V'jr flirVeiMj-c re-- 
!-i^" t!i the poucM". rosisfct.Ii Mi-' oi-iourou-.-' <>t (iud. AvA tliov that iv^:Ut shall iv^- 
r.;\;>t!. tlicinsclvcs daniiiai n!. i''<M' rul.TS arc iit»r I.'i-m.' h» j^'nod worlc-;, 
t" liif cvd. Wv'if ihi li^fht ii liiM h" r.i'iTiid of Ihe ] i'.)\v( {>i» that which is pt(j<{ 
diMi shrdf- 1 1,- i V o i»:-a •■-'.{.• oi' liic sa.ua': ior he is di*' luiiiistcr of (iod to'tiiuo 
.U'yxL iJut if ihoi! di) that w !dch is (>vi!. r,i> afi-aM; for lie tif-aivth not tlio 
'^'"i'-! ;i) vaiii. i'oi- ii;> is a mi oist.'r oi' (Jo.], a re-. criit-.T io excciito wratli oooii 
f'liii diju docrii cvih V-.dHTo'ure \c ioii-it O'-crls he suhjcct, uot only for wrath,, 
i'lit hip cuusiM.c'rKv's sah.". i'or. for this cati;" j.'av _vc: tr!l)Ut'i3 aUo; "for the v an? 
^ in!iii.-(( r-^. atfoiidair.^- coiiriui'/iliv isoun tins vcrv ii.iii,i'4,-. . i.'.Midor thcrclor-'* 
dicir dai's," " " ' - 

i'lacKir];.dit, con^mcnls thus on tlrs passnqe : 



16 



'This a^iiniraOlo j'sirt ot" liis loiter, tiio Apostle hc^-.w, with onliortin!^- evory 
otio to ol»ov tlio guvLTiimeut of tlio couiitry wlu^rolie lives, wlictlier it ha cstah- 
lish(^a l.v the express e(.iis(Mit of the jK'ople, or hv their ae(iiiieseenee,^or by luii;,' 
nsno'e: i'oiuulin^^ his exhortation on the foriowiiu;- i)nneij)lo:— That, (^xl haviii;j; 
lormcd nsunkiiid lor rivi)i.<.': in soeiety, and some j^ovennjiesit bein-v absolutely 
ticecssarv for inaintainiu<;- order and j>eaee aniong the associated, whatever fonu 
of novennnetit ha])pens'to he established in any conntry, is authorized i)f (iod, 
lvhI is subordinate to his ^-eneral jA-overnnient of the Avorld. Civil !>-overnnu'iir, 
therefore, beini;' authorized of God, lie who resists f c e tablished exercise of it 
in any country, on i)retence that the persons hoMin-- the roins of .i;-ovein iH'iit 
Iiave iio ju.;t t'itie to do so. or on protenec l!:at they i)rofcss a false re\i:4'5oi^ aii.l 
exercise their pov>'er in svijijiortini^' error, really resisteth the ordinance of (iod."' 

In this contraction I will (luoto also IVotn iho language of a recent 
r.utbor.* Ho says: 

" lie (God) has hiinsclf made r;// th'Maws which are needful and all which c;in 
be justly oMi,t!-atorv nixni ui.in res])e'.'t to D'u'ini'. WiU'sJi'qi — such duties as i)rais,.', 
j;r;iver."preaciiin!.c'tlie Gos))el, and observing the saci'ani.Mital ordinnucei — an.! 
ijo "human autliorltv mav either reiieal these laws, (»r a l^l to thein.^ But in res- 
i)cct t.) the duties whieli we owe to our nei:4-hi>ors. that is, i.o our f.-llow-man, ia 
any rchition he h<.'lds to us. or onn over hold, (iotl has l-jft the most of therf- da- 
tics t<) the auih(>ntative <le('isi()n of luriuu!) '••ovennr.ents. * * * . 

Exjilic.it DiviuL'liiW re:j;-'.dales all the /lur'-ruiar.-i of the one class of dutics.tbn 
j^nyt'iriilars of the otlier clads of dutlw ure left to liu:i)an law, or the re,i^'ulatioii.s 
of lunnan sofis'ty. ^ 

J^ut this latter *'1as^ (.f dntios, ih.at is. our social diiii(?s. are not left to tlu^ uidi- 
vidual jud.'iment or indfii'/rdL-nt choice of nu n. in such a s(misc. th.at they nia^- 
r>hev or disohev human i^'overnui ^ut, Ju >t as tliey pi vi-;e. Not ia the least. Hu- 
man jrovorument is by ]>ivine will. ObjdiLMiee to ir, is oblig-itory upon m mi, hy 
the will and law of (Jo 1. * 

AcordiniT to the uhovc*, whutovor form oF ^ovprnmont hippcne b^ 
he> e.sta!)lishod in any co intry, or tho ncluiliv oxistin;r jTovortuneal.-? 
fire tbo " powers" which the A[)oslle urArnis n\e the ordinancoa 

of Cod; and to resist tho o|)prations (d* such governments, is resis- 
tance to the ordinansftof God. iAlosl nnnif^stly ihosfj who hold and 
toacli this, understand the r(q uiiemeiii of subjeclio;! lo moan sonie- 
Uiinj: nnore than a passive std)!niss:ion to iht^ snliVrance of the pfMial- 
!i(;s inflicted in c;Mi3:>q-ie'ice of disob-^yinji; unrighteous laws. Tliey 
obviously teacdi — woiihl have us urujcrstaud, that the ri qulroinent d<i- 
volves on the individual 'p.runienty tmd C Mi<=!e/.«vac'^s of lUt^n the not- 
to-be-vio!atfd obligation of oboiiienco to the i:ood or l)ail laws of ex- 
isting; ijovernnients. That it i^- "not left U) ihe imlividu il jnd^ment'* 
to determine the c]'.u«stion of ol>edience or disobedience^. That (i '-l 
has divested ifnnst-lf of the respojisibihty rd" legislating i-eFpecfin.L? 
human duties, or h^is thrown off that rosjjonsibdity upon huinna 
fjovernuients* and ordained tii<M)i as the organic bodies which are iti- 
vested wiih the rijzlit of God to ley;islate and enforce leirtslation with 
that authority which annihilites tiie rtglit of ol)eying llie dictates vX 
private or i'ldiv^idiial p; l^m *nt,. l^ise \'n-M\' th >o 'y is devoi 1 of point, 
ufjd their If'aeliina; is wirbout for,-,e. For ihcfc is no (piesruni as to 
the riuht of suhnjiltiuiZ to the iofli'diou of p^»nal^K^?. No one aflinns 
that it is wronii tti submit, "^riie qneslion (d* great Cist mf)ment is, 
.f\re huntan anvermviHuits invested wiih au'hority t(> tint extent tint 
tiiey have a ri^iht to fraui* an unri^hr.pou ^ law, and cm ihev impo^B 
on \n lividu ils the duty of obeying it? On the, last pai t of ih'^ (| les- 
\'^e?; flic >:..'r.no!i r'-f I).-. ^*•M..'n".'r j)rr>aclK-'.l i;: ]>">'>, at )5;u'..>]: ly:;. Y. 
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lion I iin-Iersland iTio ftbovo and nifiny liko-minrlod authors to tftaoli 
tliiit Ll)oy linvt) authority to iinposo iho duty of ohediencf ; and ti^ 
iimke indivitlnMl disol)iHlionce an oirr^nco aiininsl tlio nidinnnco ui' Go(U 
Id a word, Tli:»t;thB rpq'ih'fMnont of sulij^etiou to thi3 *' h'mhor pow- 
ers" enforcoi the duly to thou* laws whatever may be their charau- 
tor. 

In opposition to this obnoxious theory, respecting the duties of in- 
(llv'i lufils to ji;ovornuionts I present, 

1. Tliose spccilicntions, contained in the pns.-^nge of scripture citcjd 
fihoro, which th^lino its uioanifiir, and give it u sijjnirtcant beiiving u\mi 
tho question under considonition. 

1. SrKCIFICAAION. 

F\r there is no Power hut of God. 

Tho truth ront^iiued in this »nirmation is assianed as a reason for 
y'Kiklifis: subjection to tho ** higher powers." Tho term '* power'* 
8»5Hnis to UHcessariVy designate either physical force, as embotiirid -in 
a n.ition, or authority, i. o. ri^iht and ability t > covern. Ttia-t it does 
not nn*i\n the physical force of a nation is minifest from the fact that 
ir. would render the reason of Bubjection perfectly insignificant. «i9 
one niiy readily see by a?i cxaniinati(/n of the passage. 

'i'be only tneaning which this term can have, that will invest it 
Willi the power and siiinilicancy of a reason, is that of uutliority. — 
For lliHTB is no authority but of God. 

But if tlie authority which g'>vernments possess Ive of God^ then 
thwir pfjbition is suboidiiiate ; and thoui^h they are a higher ptDWwr"" 
they are not tlie hi;;host — there is a pow(M' a!)ovo them. Then they 
nro fun t^d also in their action by the oriijinal law of equity'. They 
liuve n * authority from (jod to dep;irt, in a sinj^'o instance, or in the 
l<*a-^t dpgree, in their lei^islafion and enforcement of law, fiom th© 
ointiiprcs^'Ut ol)riG;iiti(ms of llijilit. Tl^ere is no power in the universe 
eonipetent to jirant suidi authority. God does not ol lim any such 
l>reJogative tor himself. Then thoy, bv the enactment of unrinht- 
(H)us laws, divrst thnjuselves, likewise, of all authority to enforce 
tliPifi. and t) inu>ose the duty of obedience upon tlioir sutjpcts. For, 
in whateviM' instances ihf-y command cr le<iislate, without the right 
to do 80, rbey transcend their authority, anrl therefore, can not cre- 
iitB the obli^riitiuu to o''ey. Jf they oi;lain the i dliction ol evil upon 
tho sui'jecls of t;ov(M'nnien!-, by a wicked statute, as in the case of 
the fuuiiivo slave l-.w, G nl (lo"s iiot ; and their ordinance is not an 
••'idinance of God. In resisting it, one does nut resist an ordinance 
of God. 

2. SrKCIFlCATION. 

For rulers are not <t terror to s:ood works, lu! to the evif. 
^ 1 o:it aovornineiit v»h':cu is invested wiih the authority of God, and 
\V!!i( li l.*;ivi»s tlie impresa of I lie Divine oruioancf», nuiet, in its organic 
''IfMiietits iukI superrtrur.ture, be essentially riidhrei-.us ; else h -w can 
It h(! a tejror to the evil and a [)iaise to the go 'tl ? According to this 
^i^i'Citicaiidn, tht^ admioit^t r!it ion of govt'inmeot also, in all its depart- 
'I'^i'ts, i? lo 1)0 of such a clrtractor as to surroun 1 evil deeds and evil 
"i'i^ with llie cmnipresent teirurs of ja...t reti ibulion. Wiltlhuu, 
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ihftn, nnt, bo TiU'nu] of ilif^ po'.vor ? Dollint wliich if^ nii.i tl;nu 
elijilt havt^ pi'iiist^ oMhn sumo." ^I'iie powtT oi'd i'mkmI of (Jodi.Jii 
praise lo tluMti thnf do uco:], Ijul. Ji tj^ror lo tlir»m that ilo evil. lJut 
is this truo of llujsi^ iiovcriiiiuMit^? \v!;u.-<o oriinni/zilion is n contravtMi 
tion of iho elciiKMiiH of riiiht luid justiciMind iIk- coi'rup! i(3i)s of whoso 
adiniuis;ri»li'iii, iiko an ovcrd »\vinjz vvavi^, (h'iv<!s tt^ni))' homo lo ilie 
licarl. (d' th-3 rii:ht(MHH, and breaks over ihc abodes ol* the innociMil 
with a fVightfully d(>s(>iati?ig power? 

Id ihia llio hi^hhr j)ower'' whii li (un] lias ordaine.'.l, and 
which he h(U devolved the exchisive riiiijt (d' goverinid'MJt; respei(Miiii«; 

ahuobt; the enlire class" ol iiuniiui dutii's I 11 is he eoiinnilltMl io 
itscharjro lh(^ consciences and indivUhia! jndtiniontd" of the ualioa I 
Oh, how preposteioua ! 

0. SPKCIFICATIO.V. 

For he is a laiidsltr of Gun lo (lipc for goad- 
A minir?ter, ui the true siii;n'!li(!ali(nt of llsci t(M-iii, id an n,2;^^nt np- 
poinled lo do business iind(;r : h(^ aulh'M'ify of ariotiitM*. An ndicer <;f 
^ovorniuont is a ministei' of lioi]. A-^ siu-.h he is ordained to expcnto 
his will — !o be administrator of his goodness lo men. The iiword — 
an emblem of justice — is, of God, put into his hand for lh(5 purposes 
of prevention and purfishment of crime. Abiding- in the exercise of 
the a|>[)ropriate functions of stale, and actina; clearly within tbti ran^t^ 
defujed and limited by his co!rimi>^siori fi-om Aimi<;;lity (so 1, he stamis 
invested with tlr3 anlhority of the. Fliiihor j)o\v«M" — the IJii^b^r 
IjHW. Occu[)yinji; such a position, ap. ] beiui: in his officiai character 
**jiist ai^l fearinu; (uj I," he is a niiiiisi(0' <;-f (u;-d, according to the 
true intent of the IJivine ordinance. Otberwise he is not. 

Rut accoi'ding to the teaching of th.e *'Ii)wer law'' divine?, he who 
('XJMcises the })o\vers of g/)vernment in such a manner ;is to c;on'rii- 
vene ihe precepts of virtue, atid tii(3 ends of ju:-*tice, in snoli a m;ii.- 
ner as to violate all these specilicat ions which d»^{irje and Innit his au- 
thority, 'as ierived from God — lie who contemi?t uously re t"»'l'!i^*^''^ ' 
**h\iiher law," and the suviu'oignty of .Jt^huvah. in his sub -lei vit^JU'.y 
to t^:e dictates of opt)ressior), overi iding aiid ti-ampling down the rights 
and best interests of a nation, to seiz*^ f,ho efindiiments of office aiKl 
(lie honors nf stato, is a iiiinister (rod ! Tiiou^h he use the trr- 
rilic power, socnrc-d U) him by virlne of his otiire, in [jouring out vi- 
als o( wrath upon tln^ imioeeiit an.l the goo I, and in pr(*tec!ing tbe 
vicious from morited rotriiiution, ye-t lie is a ruler clothed willi ibe 
authority <d' Go 1 ! However noiorious for wickedness ho may Ite, 
in the exe(ci.-;(^ of iiovcnutitMUal |>riM'ogativos, hi>\yey or p f rniciuus ia 
his private and (ifiicial c!iar;ic!er — ho ma)- l)c .': A'f/o in rr't'tf, yet. in 
the iow<M'l.iw Kcbool, lie is tho, etu'x' 1 :ne;it (f !he 'dii^hpr power, ' 
ordained of Gt) b and s'd.'j.^ction to 11 ■:n.. v/itiioot t he r!;:iit «)f disseot 
in ob('du>nr(Mo " itjdividual j ti huiHSjt is thi3 rt'tj'.jii-ud and (d)-^(ilii!(' 
(hity of tlse snbj!H;t fd' governttieni ! ( ';u1 upon siudt d«tgniasl .Drau-^, 
up, as thisjt lieoI'Viiico — |-.olilicn! ciecMi ur.<j■;e^ t'(»nai)]y in, to strfMiii'lie'i 
(ho hands « f vvick<Ml rnUo-s, in tlin (^x»'t'U.i )n of tho most ptM'fi Ikoih 
law that ever disgract^d tbe annuls .d' arjy a^o, a law that lias (irivoa 
HJure tlian eight fla-nsand s!m.J.;, fi om thiw land of the free," ii.;'> 
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wrotchod oxilo, urhl that liaa sei/.od scores ol'porsons, wliolmd fled to 
iH for protection (Vom tlie Mpj)r(\ss()i\s ciMinlty ; and roMirnod them in op- 
I)'):^iti()fi t ) lh<^ lM\v()r( Jo l,*k):id(id with chains wnd disgraco to (he damn- 
iiiir liell of* soiilliorn sl ivniy. HjcIi a creed, (h'awn up for such |)ur- 
pDflos. dtj.'ioi'voa tlH* ex(?cruliiMi oftnrmkinih And the elVort to di-a,^- 
this p.'iSMa^o oi' llio saci'ed orach;.-?, ll jshinu; terror and wi'atli alon^i; 
tliH palhway of evil minded maiiisiiales af5 i! do^s inio the servic<^ of 
wickfd rul«rd \>i an error, \Vfiic!i, hko th it; ol* Eliphaz, cannjt escape 
lliH j.)ivine indi(];nation and rebuke. 

2. Aiiain, I present sevn'al instances of irjl/r.dnal dhohcdicncc, loun* 
ri^htcoui law^s as suncctoned hi/ t/ic approvinn' pi'ovidt'nne of C<jd- 

(I) l.NS'rANCK — SnilMIliAII AND PlIAn. 

Tha Kinij; of lOiypt had commanded tliese women, (midwives,) to 
Kill al! the new born mide chi:ih'(^n of the Hehrewd. Piiaraoh wag 
iiivpsted with tlie uinhority of (lod to ex(!ciitR hia comniand, tho' 
wicked, as reaMy as iho Presi(]e.nt of the United Stales \\''x^ in givinf^ 
liis sanction to the? fugitive slave bill. And further — The.^e womori 
WM'^'lhoand hy the Jvin'gs command, tosacrifi^^-.e their " in lividual judg- 
ment" touchin'jj points of ofpjity and individn-d duty, and ro yeild un- 
ijUiiHtioned obedience to his mandate; just as the people of the noith 
are l^onnd under the fugitive law, at t!jo instigation it may Ije of a 
most abunfloned wretcli with a ht^art tilled with lust and hajnis reek- 
iiiil with the blood of slauulit(M'ed innocence, to surrender the escaj)- 
ed slave, even though a kin, f to the wretched dooni of [)espetual s'avery. 

These women moreov^H* liad no riiiht, to robHl a^fnitis th-^ authority 
nfiliB K'ing. To do tliis, was actual rebellion against the authority 
oldod ; utdess tlu^y had a "fiir p.'(»sj)ect of succ.osss'ul resistance — of 
lin overthrow of tiie government," and "of th<^ firm eeitabr^liment of 
a better government. "J Then, indee-d, their rebellion against the 
tynmt would b^ obedience to Go'd. But othei'wise, to o!)ey ;(> ul iliey 
must be in su!)jection to the lyrasit and to h'.n awful decree. So rung 
the mudern llieory concei'ning the duty of individuals to governments. 

MARK TiiE SKqUKL. 

' But the midwives feared Gorl, and did not as tlie V\ng of Eo-j'pt 
comnranded them, but saved the men-children alive." * * * 

''Therefore God dealt well with Iho mwi l wives." — [Ex. 1. I7 20. 
(2) Instanok — SnADUAcii, Mksiiacii, ano a uko inkgo. 

Nubuchadne/z/er had made an imauo an 1 set it up in the 
province of P>abylon,. By his herald he had commanded the people, 
in !i i<iven signal to fall down and wo)-ship it. 

i'-ie muiiitude obodiofit'v bowed down in worship hefoi-R the sense- 
"•'S idol. These ihreo, ilobi-ew^ sei v ints, rid'used !o obey, "die 
^^i"g v,i;s iniornu'd, and in rage, conimar;ded them b. l'ore him. lie 

" I bitu sbalr lint (I(?riV('r luito i)i;isr<'j'. the ^crvaiit nn IiIcIi is ('.-•(■;m)',.m| tVuim 
'■i\iiia>t..'r unto tlice. lit' shali (hveil wit!! liice, evoM aiiioa-A' yon. in that place 
h..' sliall clio.isc. in one «>f r!iv uafcs u Ikmv it lii;(.'t!i liini !»est. Thou 
^•'';i!r !ioT (.jij.rcss liiin.~I >(.'Ut. L>:{ : i'),']0. 

■ri>i'. 1/euev. 

I ^"'i s.-i-iii.M! !,v ])r. STH.-iicfT. !'i'-;^ar]i(.'.l i;i DrooUlvn l'^-)'). 
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remonptrfttod with ihcm, nnd rppeatodlnis commnml, with tlio penal- 
ty of disolxMiieiic-o annexed. 
Til rpjily to thrt liiny : 

" l^hiulriich, Masluu'li and Aliod-no^-'o, answered and snid, O, Nebuchadnozzar, 
^\•^} aro not oaret'id to answer tliL'O in this matter. If it be no, our (Jod whom 
>vt' servo is able to deliver us ^vom the buniiui^* iiory furnanee. and he will deliv- 
er us cut of thy hand, () kinji'. But if n<tt, be" it known unt(» thee. () kiu^u'. 
that we will n(»t servo thy g'ud.s, nor wor.sliip the j^'olden inia;i,"e thou l5a.i;t set. 

Tilo pivsenco of a miahtier prince tinn the l;inij; ot R d\vlon — "the 
KinfT of kinyis and Tiord of lords,'* shie^ldod llioxso nion fiom tho hurt 
of fire. TliHii- doliveranco by hina, f:otn death in it^? most terrific 
form, as intended by the kinir, nanst bo regard<^d as a token ot'tbo 
diviri-e a4)robttti(!)n saiactioninj; their disobedienceto the existing powers. 

(3. ) LnsTANCK — DAMKIi. 

After the destrnction of ]>nbyIon, Daniel was carried into iModii, 
by Darius, King of the Modo Persian Empire. Darius had piaced 
over the officers of the nation, one hundred and twenty p'inces, and 
over the princes, three presidents, of whom Daniel was first. II i^ 
^appointmtsnt ns first president, excited the jealousy of tlie (-tber 
presidents and princes. They theiefore sought occasion ft-r eift^ctin:; 
iiis removal ifroni office. This was difficult, inasmuch as he was 
witliout error or fault.'* They, however, obtained a dect ee. signed 
by the Kinj;, that whosoever Rh«)uld ask a ])etiii()n of any God or man 
for thirty days, save tf the King, he should be cabt into the den 4.)f 
lions. 

D iniel was a man of prayer. The conspiracy against him sought 
to take advantage of this hebit, .in order to effect his destruction. — 
They succeeded so far as to secure the adoption of a law wbic'i for- 
bade prayer for thirty days Ediicaieil in the "school of tho Proph- 
ets,^* confirmed in his belief in the existence of an oranipre.sent G »d, 
nod being a man of ardent and devoted piety, D miel disdained the 
unrighteous law. Therefore, Ho went into his ho'ise ; and his 
windows being open in hi^ chamber toward JenHalem, he kneeled 
;ipon his knees, three times a day, and prayed and g ive thi'.nks liefwe 
his*God, as he did af . retime.'* The cireumstancos surrounding the 
Pi.ophet were such as to render it not a difficult tusk to have sui;rges- 
ted a meth(»d af escaping the peril fd' disobedience. The spirit uf 
1850 could have invested the powerful monarch with the authority ft 
God, and have surrendered freedom of conscience and ihe riiiht <>d 
private judjimenl, to him, and comforted himself witli worshipping 
God mentally, 'i'hus he might have esca[)ed the paiofid p^-ril (d' lo- 
sing his life. But nay, he bowed in prayer, according tt) his daily 
custom. 

The sequel is known. lie was cast into the den of lions, was 
preserved and restored to his place in tho kingdom. 

In response to the call of King Darius, and from tho midst of cow- 
ered lions, Daniel says: 

" y\\ (iod hath sent his joitjel and sliut the lion's mouths, that tliey have not 
hurt UHi ; fi»rasiuueh as before lliin. huKjceuey was fouuil in m\ and al-io befoi'O 
thee. () Kin^'. have 1 done no hurt," 
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TiiiM Jii lilii'.utiDn on tlu^ gi'otind of iniioconco, wn-i no vniii lioa^^t in 
Diiiii^l. 11 M \vi»H moHt tiiuMiplmnily oxculputc^i) »'f all guil(, by liirt 
iloliverHtico from ilnaili, wroughi out l)y tlio luuid of (Joil. 

Tlio three caaea 1 hava cited, occurring ad they did, under tlio 
reitin oftlirno (.('ilio inusr lujwerlul monarclis, tcQis most cletirly tho 
rijiiii of it d vidiuil roboHioo njiuiost; unrij^liteoua luw. The hiuhest 
jiiithority ot'thoso onipires l).id been hivesied in their edicts, if «ny 
wicked Irivv, of any nnlioii whiitever, cauKl possibly be iiiVested with 
the authoiiiy of God, then these were. 

l)ul G'jd has rnarUcd wicked hiw vvitli his seal of condemnation, hy 
t?anclit)ninii indtvidiinl re\)MK)Y\. Most enjphatacitlly is it bhowii that 
j^nvernnienti', by the enactment of wicked laWvS^ divest thoniselvoa of 
111! authority to enforce then'.. Most en7j)hiitieally is it shown t»o, 
ibiit th(^y have no auihority whatever, t'l set aside Ihe obligations im- 
posed by the la^v of God, by tlioir commandments. A'^erily, D.iniel 
a'ono, erect and (r;>l like in liis innocency, was invested with n high- 
er authority in r(;specr. to tlic point at i^t^ue, than the wdiole Medo 
PtMMian Enijjire. For ii quailed before tlie power of his diesent. 

The above speciiications and instances, are introduced for the pur- 
pose of showing, from the nature (.f govertiment as an ordinarce of 
(iol, and fiom the right of individual rebellion ngairi^t unrighteous 
law, tlie fact th it humao governments are subordinate to the law and 
authority of God, afid in what sense ihey are so. My work in this 
respect ii accomplished. 

Behold tlie Lumi). *^ For above all pnncipalily, and potver, and 
inii>ht, <nid donmiion^ and every name that is nnmed, not only in this 
irotUl, but also in (hat which is ioconie.'" Invrtsted with supreme au • 
ihority, his kingdom is destined to prevail, and to "put down all rule» 
and ail authoiiiy and power." 

The Hiif^hry p.ivvor of his "glorious G >spel " is destined to perme- 
ate all heatt-", and all the avenue? of human society, even to their ut- 
ni:)st extremiiies ; loosing the chords of wickedness ; throwing off tlie 
grievous burdens of individuril, social and n;:tional wrong; uprooting 
and utterly exterminating all tlie gigantic forms of oppression and un- 
ri^liteousness, which have burdened the woild with woes, and fore- 
establish human hearts, political and ecclesiastical institutions in the 
orJei and harmony of Heaven. *'He must reign till he hath put all 
enemies under his ft^ot, for he is ird of Lords, and King of Lings." 

Tones OF REMARK— 1. SLAVEItT. 

•Slavery is an uon-Uural condition of life. It takes a human being, 
Y'h^ti'S d. properly valuation upon his body and soul, and treats him as 
«ui article of merchandize. The physical force of the slave, or his ca- 
imcity fjr gratifying the wanton lus^s and selfish propensities of the 
master, is the standard of valuation. 

Lite, liberty, happiness, intelligence, virtue and piety a^l sink to tbia 
Btiindard— are weighed in these balances. In this, all the absolute 
JUKI relative rights invested in hnm.an existence. God's gift to man,are 
nenied and stricken down. l\\ such a state, Gjd .? image is reported 
and ju lgwd to be proi)erty; and \% \\M and trealed as property only, 
♦..uvery, then, must necessarily be a forced &tale of ecciety, being op- 



{lo-ifMi. iiH it.cvor i-^, to liio nvd'wo hvMincU, tlirt niilMi'ni i"ii;iit3, tlio morni 
t-,oiii iiii«M>ts niiil iiDpnlspy oCmnnKind. It. ciwi ex'ii-i only hy stututoiy 
eiiJM'liiirntH, FiisfniiKMl hy flio siipj oiiK^ forco of the stntu or iifitioti. 

Such iii tlioory in .^lavory. J5;it consi(l(3re(l as afacty its endlodsly, 
vririod, nrr.l oMornioii.'-) wrongs i^xcocd our highest concepliuns. It 
can only ho know*?, ns ila eeverily and cruohy, nro It^lt. 

r-^iujh boiiij^ tho riiiliiro nr)il charnctpr of shivory, it is utterly impo^- 
yihU) to itjvost tho .statues ihiit delino mid doscril)e its condition with 
!h(^ tdBMionts atid sanction of law, Tho niaui'audino;, handitti's cnde 
po.^gey9(-\s as rtvdiy tho clonients ofiaw.as doos thocodo oftliosluvo hoi- 
dor. Tho l ull's of phuidtir, or the articles of agroenipnt whereby tho 
riii^htfi of any cIjiss of uhmi arc invaded aiid d.\sti"(>yod are not only not 
l.iW, totally (hn'oid of tho fii'st principles of lav/, but thoy aro directly 
tho opposite r)f all law. They are arrayed against every element 
and do))artniont of law, and cannot pos^3ibI3'oxist wliere law is niain- 
taisK^d. Just as darknees is the opposite of li,iiht, and evil tho o[)p()" 
site of good. View in tliis li,i;ht, the slavoholding code arc mcrnly 
and only aiVicles of a^reonier.t for plunderin g; pur()Oses. This is tho 
true judgment in the case, n,s dotormined by the intelligent and bon- 
iest (convictions of tho world and the testimony of (xod. Slaveholders 
theniselvos Know that this is true. Doubtless they would thns 
judges, arid not hesitate to proc'aini it rG-=pecting any code whereby 
ihoy should be made tlie subjects of such liorril)le uppi'ession. 

llenco ii soon, tho ablioj-rent wickedness of the entire slavehoM- 
ino; sysloin. If we contemplate the direct action and results v,i 
Flaver3% as exhibited in the iinutterab'o wrongs, perpetrated upon 
the three iind a h.ilf nsiiiions of slaves in our land; or if wo contcni- 
j)late tho inhoiont ini(piily ol the nn^asures employed m tlie acconi- 
plishmonl of tiii^ fearful wt)2 k of ruin; or if we coi)temj)liJto the wider 
ia.n^e slavery has taken, (hMi^'^irior into its service tho wealth and 
p;twer of our nati<jn; spurning a'ike tho rights of freemen and the 
^lavo: gi'aspin^ afior more ten itf)ry for its extent ion, mora subj<M:ts 
for its fiendish indulgence, hig'jer power for its maintenance and 
protectii)!); in wlialovo.r 1 glit we look at it, it is seen to be alike ab- 
horrent fur its iniquity. 

n . — s I , A \' K c A T c n I .\ (; . 

Sl.MVory, T hav(^ Faid, is Ji forced irtate of society. Tho oppresst'il 
<d"(mr lioid are leduced to a state of life whi(di is tdtaily repugnant 
to every t'onsliiulionfil pioponsity and noble liiculty of their being. 
Likewise th(i f:>rcoful instrumentalities and violent nieasnres by 
wliieh their dfgrailing condition is perpetuated, are justly obnoxiuusi 
l!) them. Human nature throttled, gioans and writiies in pain, and 
lifts up her agonized cry for deliverance. Tiierefoj-o they W(iu'd 
(^seapo. They would drink the sweet wat cr of liberty, and regfdo 
thoinselves ainid the delijlitful bret'zes of the bind of freedom. 

Ihit. th(5 I'oul spirit of slavery watclo'is, hawk eyed, its victiu;s, and 
guards the avenues to freedom with f»'arful j)eril. Hence, our na- 
li))!! is woefully cursed ^vith what is called, in mockery of law, the 
FUorrivE SLAVE LAW. ir; which we, as a nation, have entered into 
"an agreement with .VlelT' and tho slaveholders-. In ihis act two 



(iiMiuN ar« \v<'»riliy ul' nof<'. ( I.) 'J'hn bjisiiioss. (-J.) I'ho inrinri,'fr 
(.fiis >i(,(.',()iMj)IiHliiFniht - Tlio Mcl, |)r()|;()S(\s to prevent tho oscnpitiL^ of 
IVom shivery lo frfx? loin ; or to u itcli thorn if escaped, and ro-' 
iiiiii tluMii to mUvim'v jinMiti. It proposes to do this hy l'»ying under 
funlriliiilion to it, tl:n wcMhhnrid power of our nation. 1m tho ndop- 
lion ol'ihis ficl tlui iiMtJon consptitod to lh(^ slarshuldcS's proposition, 
;it!(l M^rcrd to use its nnghty rrflouices, as occasion refjuired, in the 
jnujuitoiis wuv\< of hi ive cutchini^. J5y rliisi act the local wickedness 
('fiho South, is nnllonalizriL Tho statutory enactmen'sr of sowlhern 
sKUes, hy Nvhich. plisves and t)ioir condition are o'efirrod and estab- 
lishf'd, tfirijyt out their snakish hoiid and neck thornghout, the entire 
jiorih and west. 'J'ii^^y fol:f)\v flin floeino; fugitive to the utmost 
limits of the nutim, wiili their Hroy, fiendiyli eye, and hisses of deaths 
— cvcnj inch of itrj territory is surron{Uo'Gd to slavery — ^is cursed with 
its liidoous df'ft./rtnitios and its awfni guilt. Tho spirit of shivery, 
like the auf^^ry storm-cloud, hancs rn l>lackcned ftflds af wrath over 
llie land, and threatens vengeiico to any or nil who dare resist ka 
(lead y movements. By this act "every good citizeij" is forbidden 
1ft {iihninigif^r aid and comfort t.) rscf4)ed slaves, and is commanded 
to assist in ihi:ir recMpiure and return. Tho luiilort has commanded 
th's. L' is in "-fii^r^'efnent with iiell" and alavelKdders to-day, to in- 
flict unrt liMJtinoj penalties upon those faithful men and women, ^\\\o^ 
from the hliiher irnpidsos of conscience, tho relinJon of Chiist, amd 
ihf* love ol" God, disd-iin (/bedience to its edicts of iniquity. 

Wo hfito slavery, I)ecau5e in its eveiy element and aspect it is un- 
?itt(^r;ibly wrong. It cmu exist oidy in riolat'on of every principle of 
riglit and rquify, eveiy attribute of justice, and every requirement of 
^^jd. j>ut can we lovo the Fugitive Act — can we tolernte il more 
than slavery itself? Is it wui ti r^.-csldhtibhmmt ^h\^Gvy 1 If by 
the uiis-nse'uC our influence w^e permit the exisjtence of slavery, art? 
wo not uccoHsoi'ies to its enoi'mities ? 

])i]t. in this act, we (the nation,) do more \hnn iohrafe ; we nh) 
!iik1 }djf^t the m!in thief lo catch and ciu ry otf his victims, d^f t'tn/inff 
hh f-rpeusct. We are, most directly, (iccuirpliccs. Nay juure — we 
*t!t'n- to petty miscreant?, for the woik of turning freemen over lo the 
liiuuerciful cruelties of si. .very, a ^'atjo^al ekibkI ! 

We say to theiu, for your services in depriving men of their inal- 
ienable rights to life, liberty and tlie pursuit of hiij)piness — in throt- 
tling the native inatinct-s of the human constitution for freedom — in 
crnsliing the n(jl)lo aspirations of the soul for intelligence, virtue, hnp- 
jiinesa and the bliss of immortality, and in violating the law of G(jrd, 
find resisting his oidinjnices — lor your seivices in this warfare 
fj^ainyt humanily and the "Limb," you shall receive the award— 
'' ■n dolJars. 

Ihit if you f)bey the dictates of our common liumanity, the teach- 
(»f our celestial Christianity, enrolling your nsnnes uj^on (ho side 
'•t the " Lamb" with tho "called and the chosen and the faithful," 
^'Ppi»sing the dark spirit and dreadful work of Hlavery, hy delivering 
'be escjiped up to freedom, lher\ five dollars shall bo your reriiuuem- 
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of fivo, (lo.lurs loi* (h^priviny n liurnnii IxVm^ t>i' )\ui God-^'wtjn Ij. oti of 
fropcloiti ! ! Oh my (umnliy. how url lliou I'ai on ! And caiiBt iIidii 
flePCHtiii to (lo«j)f?r ii('.j)l!i3 of tlisjiTnicorul wickodupss 1 h it pOvSsiblo ] 
Perlripa— in the nttwmptsto "ili-c )unl(M)!iHcn •Tcaist" flm//^-- 
iidlhn nf this infimuiis, anti-hiinian conipromihie, hy the political and 
nntional organi/.'iUons of our country. And is \t not encniuh that wb 
hiva toleratoij the oxitstenco of shivery in Uio south ? IMust wo yield 
up the choiooat treasures of our national prosperity^ to ll»e all-dovuiJi'- 
ing B|)irit of slavery ! Lovo n?? we do, tlio repubhcan name and sj ir- 
it — ^jealous as we aroof our liberty lovinjr reputation abroad — ayinpa- 
tliising ns wo do, or ouf;hr, in the e/lorts of th.e friend.^ oflVef^doni In 
Europe, endeavoring to throw off the grievous yoke of doepolism ; 
inU3t we bow to the tyrant, receive his chains and i-ay, '* do with us 
ns seeuioth thee good,'* we are ready tor thy bidding. Must we do- 
ny our love of truth, of the noble sentiiuf^nts of our Di^claration of 
ludepcndonco, and respect for the law of God! Muvt wt> tlinw (<l)' 
our coat of Liberty, cast away our wea[)ons of Freedom ; roll uj) om* 
sleeves and utjjfo with the elaveholding minions of the south, in erji.- 
smg the fmndatioa and superstructure of our Kepuljlic. and build the 
throne (»f inicpiity upon the tears, and groans, and bloa 1, and slannlt- 
terod victims ef unrighteous opp»ression! .IMust wo join the slavft- 
luint, run down frcodi)m, and drag outraged innocence back to llici 
do;im of perpetual slavery; with Iu5arts steeled and lips fust-ciost^d 
agninst the **agitatiof\ and niterance of the deep conv.ctions of our 
souls! In the nameand belialf of truth and of iiurnanitj^ ; and in 'lie 
fear of Gol, \ do must sacredly protest and remonstruto against this 
Legion of Iniquity and its work 

(;}.) ()ri{ Di TV. 

The usurpations and cncroaclnneiits of the slaveholdin.'!' po\vcr Uimn tlio ri^rlit^ 
nnd interests of freedom, aliouhl bo resisted hy w resr)lve, rooted aiid estal>lislic<l 
in the principles of rig-ht. As individuals, exercisin^r ])ersonnl intiuonces. as 
nienil)ers of society possessing political ])ovverand niond r(}spousil)iJities. v e are 
s credly bound to seek tlie correction and ])nrifi('ation of tlie jMijjular sentiments, 
tlie enactment and administration of ri.fi:hteous law. AVe must have, dnfy rails 
for a government estal)lis]ied and administered U])on such pi-inciples as to i'oii- 
stitnte it an ordinance of (Jod," a "Higher Power?' As j)hilantoro]r,sts. mkI as 
i'hristians >ve are bound by the '-Higher J.aw" of God to rej)udiatc tliose politi- 
i-al and cclesiastical })art!es whicli have cstablislied tliems^lves upon, or i]i har- 
mony -with the princ'ij»les and dictates of the Fugitive Slave Act. It on.c-hL 
to be overt^rDwn. It mt/sf be. it. wilii all its abettors are engaged in uar up- 
on the "J.an\b." and the liallowed rights and interests he rei)rosents. iMiroiliii.u' 
our name; with the "called and chosen and faithful" unon the -'J.amb's book of 
life," or engaging in his work of regenerating liumau scciety wc ought* we niusc 
repudiate them. 



